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“ Aid slighted Truth with thy persuasive strain, 

“ Teach erring man to spurn the love of gain ; 

‘* Teach him, that States, of native strength possess’d, 

*¢ Though very poor, may still be very bless’d ; 

‘* That Trade’s proud empire hastes to swift decay, 

“ As ocean sweeps the labour’d mole away ; 

‘* While self-dependent pow’r can time defy, 

‘* As rocks re:ist the billows and the sky.”-———GoLpemits. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


| CommenciaL Retter (Continued from 

page 590).——In my last, at the page 
here referred to, I concluded some obser- 
vations on the proposition, then and now 
before the House of Commons, for lending 
part of the money, raised in taxes, to cer- 
tain merchants and manufacturers. The 
loan, as I then stated, is proposed to be 
made in Exchequer Bills, which are, in fact, 
nothing more than promissory notes issued 
by the Government, and bearing an interest, 
payable by the government. But, though 
this is an issue of notes, it weighs upon 
_ the people ; because, that which the go- 

vernment issues in this way, for the use 
and advantage of private persons, it has 
| not to issue for the use and advantage of 
the public at large; so that, in fact, it is 
making use of the public resources for the 
- benefit of individuals; it is making the 
people at large pay taxes to be lent to 
private persons in order to sustain them in 
their trale.——-And, it is very well'worth 
observation, that, at the very time that this 
prvaect is going forward, the government, 

as just accomplished the very neat object 
of making a loan for the use of the public, under 
the shape of funding Exchequer Bills !—— 

his is a curious operation; but it does, 
perhaps, with some persons, require to be 
explained a little.——I have just said, 
that Exchequer Bills are promissory notes, 
issued by the government, and bearing an in- 
terest as long as they are out.——-Some- 
times (and usually, indeed) they are paid 
of, after a certain time, and then they be- 
— extinguished. But, at other times, 
Pa undergo a transmutation called fund- 
mg that is tosay, the holders of them give 
rab so receive Stockor Funds in exchange 
Poh - : pee thus, a new parcel of Stock or 
gp aon is created; and. that which 
— rst, a note of hand out-standiag 

Ssust the nation becomes a mortgage upon 


its taxes. The case, in fact, is just the 
saine as that of an individual, who, having 
a note or bond out, for which he pays the 
holder interest, and finding himself unable 
to pay off the note or bond at the appoint- 
ed time, gets the holder to give it up, and 
take, in lieu of it, a mortgage upon his 
estate ; with this difference only, that, in 
the case of the individual the real, solid, 
immoveable estate is taken as security ; 
while, in the former case, the holder has 
no security but upon the taxes, that is to 
say, the mere income of the nation.—— 
Such is the nature of that operation, that 
pretty work, so thrivingly carried on by 
“the great statesman now no more,” called 
Sunding of Exchequer Bills, which, as the 
reader will clearly see, is only another 
name fora loan. So that, to return to our 
subject, while the nation is going to lend 
money tothe merchants and manufacturers 
to prop them up; while it is, by the mea- 
sure now proposed, going to lend to one 
part of the community, it is, at the same 


the community ; upon which, surely, it is 
necessary to do nothing more than just 
ask this question : What would be said of 
the steward and attorney of any Gentle- 
man, if they were to lend his money upon 
bonds or notes.or pawns, while his aftairs 
were in such a way as to make it neces- 
say to mortgage his estates? ———In_ano- 
ther part of this Number will be found 
the Report, made, last week, to the House 
of Commons, on the subject of this loan 
to the merchants and manufacturers. I 
beg the reader to turn to this Report, and 
to go through the whole of it very carefully ; 
for, unless he does that, he will not fully 
understand the matter.———The Commiltce 
state that the extent of the failures of 
manufacturers has been very great, par- 
ticularly in Scotland; and upon the evi- 
dence of Sin Ropent PEEL (who gave 
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carrying on the war against the Jacobins 
and Levellers, who has since been made a 
Baronet, and whose son is in office under 
the government), the Committee state, 
that the manufacturers in Lancashire have 
fallen from 40 to 6O per centum in value ; 
that the greatest of them have been forced 
to reduce their work one third; others 
one half; and others, to discharge their 
workmen altogether; and, that those 
workmen who were continued in employ- 
ment worked at one half of their former 
wages, They state also, that the extent 
of the evil amongst the owners, or holders 
of West India produce is very great; but, 
they do not apprehend, that, in the cloth- 
ing line, the evils are of such an extent as 
to call for parliamentary aid. Well, 
this is a pretty picture tobe sure. People 
stopping payment with half a million of 
debts, in promissory notes, out against 
them. What a sweep of ruin and misery ! 

But, what is the cause? Aye, the 
cause ; that is what we are next to look 
to,—-——They state, as one great cause, the 
want of returns, that is to say, payments, for 
the immense quantities of goods sent to 
South America, in the first place. Why, 
did I not say that this would be the case ? 
Did I not warn the country against it, at 
the time ? Did I not tell the manufacturers 
what would be the consequence of their 
shipping goods thither? Yes, anJ 1 was 
called a Jacobin for my pains; I was ac- 
cused of undervaluing our glorious conquests; 
and was represented as a man who repined 
at my country’s successes. Those who so 
called me have now their reward. Time, 
which tries all things and does justice to 
every body, has paid those calumniators 
in their proper coin; that is to say, im 
paper as worthless as that through which 
the base calumnies against me were pro- 
mulgated.——In commenting upon an ar- 
ticle describing the speculations to the Bra- 
zils, l said: « There needs no assurance, 
“on the part of this writer, to convince 
“me, that the event has produced great 
“ satisfaction amongst the inhabitants of 
“Finsbury Square and Thames Street; 
“nor have I the least doubt that the Bra- 
* zils will soon become a grand out-let for 
“ the produce, or fruits, of the industry of the 
« peaple of England, having, indeed, shewn 
‘‘in my former Number, that this would 
“be the case. But { see, in this, nothing to 


“give me satisfaction, and nothing that. 


“ought to give satisfaction to any man, 
“ who has the good of England at heart.’’* 


(Gle 
Again, in another part of m work, | 
said : “ Already, we are told, that a hun- 
« dred thousand pounds, taken out of the 
« taxes of England, has been sent off, in 
“ specie, to the Brazils, to assist her mos 
“ faithful majesty. And this, after all, js 
the result of that ¢ glorious event,’ which 
“ was to produce so much good to Eng. 
“land! When will this commercial anj 
“ colonizing rage cease to beggar and ep. 
“slave us? Never, till the Coraurrioys, 
‘‘ which are found to be so conveniently 
“ carried on through the medium of com. 
“mercial and colonial associations, are 
“banished by a wholesome change.”* 
——Over and over again did I exhort m 
countrymen net to be deceived by the 
representations in the Morning Post and 
the other bragging news-papers. | ex- 
horted them not to suffer any one to per- 
suade them to send their it to the 
Brazits. I assured them, and I proved 
to them, that the adventure must be ats 
tended with ruin. My advice, grounded 
upon a thorough knowledge of the subject, 
was scouted, and not without imputations 
upon my “loyalty :’’ and the advice of 
presumptuous ignorance, joined to hypo 
critical zeal for the royal cause, was fol- 
lowed. The adventarers, and those whe 
trusted them, now feel the consequences: 
consequences the just reward of their 
credulity ; or, rather, of their perverse 
ness in preferring falshood to truth. —— 
I have said all this before; and it will not 
be the last time that I will din it in thet 
ears.——~The Committee say, however, 
that’ there are other causes ; and, they 
must have had a pretty good face if “ 
had attempted to deny or disguise he 
fact. It comes out with manifest retee 
tance ; but, out it comes, and it Is s ra 
rather, the causes are these.—— ae 
part of the returns, they say, for sey se 
tures sent to the West Indies, come * 
in sugar and coffee, which remain on ‘he 
for want of a market; aye, and that's ; 
case’ too with the manufactures, ser y 
have they fallen in value from 40 to : al 
centum? It is the want of a mar i ben 
through the story; for, the Bagh. t rer 
for goods sent to the Brazils wou 
have lowered the value of those m ae 
There is scarcely any one brute age 
to believe that.——The Committee bet i 
that, as to West India goods, aie fot 
enormous ; and that there is no m ~agte 
it; and they add, in speaking of Si 
duce from Guadaloupe and the other 
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* Register, Vol. XII, p. 2, Jan. 2, 1808. 





* Register, ibid, p. 175. Jam. 90, 18 
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| my readers of it long ago. 
| to Vol. 18 (the last) at page 106, he will 
'fnd the following passage : 
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quered islands, that even our conquests 
have largely contributed towards the pre- 
sent alarming distress! Aye! indeed ! 
But, did I never tell you this beiore? Did 
it want a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons to find out this? Ob, no! 1 told 
If he turn 


mate F 


«thought, that, the other dav; or, at 


_« most, but a few months ago, J heard the 


«cannon fire for the taking of Guada- 
«loupe. And soI did. And I heard of 


'« new governors and judges and officers 
| « without end appointed to rule this new 


«conquest. Well, and what does it bring 
«us? What is our gain in it? More 
« sugar and more coffee to be added to the 
«immense loads already rotting in our 


| « warehouses, and the want of a market 


«for which is, as we are told, one of the 
« causes of the blowing up of the Wilt- 
* shire paper-money. Yes, we fire can- 
“nons; we make bonfires; we rejoice at 


«the taking of an island, the produce and 


“ the inhabitants of which must perish, or 
“the former must be brought to England 
“to assist in producing the eflects now 


| “ witnessed at Salisbury and in Ireland.” 


——These sentiments were strongly re- 


_ probated by “ the doyal,’’ at the time they 


were published, and the Mornine Post 
and the Courier affirmed, that I mourned 
over the glories of my country ;> that I was 
a fallen and miserable wretch myself, and 
that I wish to pull others down to the 
same state.———«_ But, now, behold! here is 
a Committee of the House of Commons 


Saying the same thing, expressing the 


same sentiments ; and, which delights me 
beyond measure, giving a practical de- 
monstration of their trath. Here it is, in 
the House of Commons, declared that our 
conquests have contributed towards the 
distresses of the country. So that, our 

eets and armies have been employed, at 
this rate, for some purpose! This is not 
an assertion made in the way of speech. It 
's Contained in an authentic report from a 
Select Committee consisting of great mer- 
chants, manufaeturers and political econo- 
mists, It is their opinion, well weighed 
and decidedly expressed, that our con- 
ir have been one of the causes of the 
allures, distress, and misery that now per- 
Vade the country ———Look well ‘at this, 
reader. Consider well what these con- 
quests have cost, How many millions in 
taxes; how ‘much in appointments and 

‘ries and pensions which end not ; how 





many thousands of lives! And; all this 
for what? Why, as it now. stands de- 
clared in this Report, as it now stands 
confirmed by a vote of the Honour- 
able House, and as the records of Parlia- 
ment will hereafter show; it will thus 
stand recorded, that all this treasure 
and blood have been expended to pur- 
chase for the country failures, distress, 
misery, such as are described in the Re- 
port; to purchase bankruptcies. without 
end; to purchase the means of rendering 
the country more exposed to the attacks 
of the enemy. Such are the eflects of the 
conquests, which were such favourites of 
“the great statesman now no more,” and 
which, by him and his equally wise suc- 
cessors, have been called “ the truly Bri- 
tish objects of the war.”’——The Com- 
mittee do not say, that any paft of the 
evil has arisen from the decrees of the Em- 
peror Napoleon. They do, indeed, talk of 
other causes; but they do not speak out 
here. They mention the exclusion of the 
British flag from Europe; but they are 
extremely shy upon that part of the sub- 
ject. Well they may! The merchants 
and manufacturers of the description now 
applying for relief, were the great cause 
of the war against the Jacobins and Level- 
lers, which war has now produced, or, ra- 
ther, is beginning to produce, its natural 
effects ———The American States are also 
mentioned with a great deal of shyness. 
It is merely observed, that the American 
ships are no Jonger permitted to be the car- 
riers of West India produce to the Conti- 
nent of Europe. Not a word about the 
Orders in Council and the dispute with 
America, which Orders (whether wise in 
themselves or not) have been the sole cause 
of the effect here stated asa great evil.——~ 
But, in certain Resolutions of a Meeting 
of Merchants of London, and the Depu- 
ties from Glasgow and Paisley, on the 
12th of last month, there is @ cause assign- 
ed that will make the reader stare. 
These Resolutions state, «‘ that the distress 
“which in the origin was considered to 
“ be attributable to the imprudent specu- 
‘¢ lations to South America, has been in a 
“ certain degree occasioned by other cir- 
‘“¢ cumstances of a different nature, and far 
«* more extensive influence. .That the system 
«* of warehousing goods for re-exportation, 
« without paymentof duty, and.the events 
« of the two last years, have made Great 
“ Britain the enierium of the trade, not 
«only of the Peninsula, but also of the 
a pe Spanish America, St. Domingo, 
2 : 
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« Guadaloupe, &c. but even of countries 


« under the direct influence of the enemy, 
« whose traders have been anxious to 
« avail themselves of the PROTECTION 
«OF BRITISH LAWS, andthe HONOUR 
« OF BRITISH MERCHANTS—that the 
«POWER, WEALTH, AND HIGH 
« CHARACTER of the nation have in 
«fact contributed ‘TO PRODUCE A 
« MOST ALARMING EVIL. And the 
“ measures of the enemy having been especi- 
“ally directed to the preventing the ex- 
« portation of the immense quantities of 
« merchandize of all descriptions thus ac- 
« cumulated, the CONSEQUENCES are, 
“that THE GOODS ARE BECOME A 
« BURTHEN, and the advances to the 
“ owners on account, and the payment of 
“ freight and insurance, have become griev- 
‘ous, in such a degree. as to threaten 
« THE MOST SOLID AND RESPECT- 
“ABLE HOUSES WITH ALL THE 
“ EVILS OF INSOLVENCY.”’——This 
is something like the thing! This is fa- 
mously fine! There is immortality stamp- 
ed upon the very front of this! There 
never, surely, was any thing like this ut- 
tered before. Yet, it is no hasty effusion. 
Tt is not the language of a drunken toast 
at a London Tavern Dinner; at a Turtle 
feast; at a meeting of Turtle Patriots, 
It isa document of authority sufficient to 
be subjoined to the Report of the Select 
Committee, and to be placed upon the re- 
cords of the House of Commons; and 
here it is directly stated, in so many words, 
that the protection of British laws, the honour 
of British merchants (in the existence of 
which latter we must believe, of course, 
since they themselves, who ought to be 
the best judges of their own hearts, have 
declared the fact), the weal, power, and 
high character of the nation have......whad? 
Why, contributed to prodace @ most alarm- 
inf evil! Bravo! Take wind, and at it 
again.——This wealth has had the effect 
of exposing the most solid and respectable 
houses to all the evils of insolvency !—— 
There! If any thing like that; or, com- 
ing within many degrees of it ever was 
uttered before, PH suffer mv hand to be 
chopped off.——No : it is not wealth that 
you mean. You mean paper-money ; 
you mean promises to ise to pay. You 


mean bi//s and stock and the like, all which, - 


my good gentlemen, are so many certain 
signs of the want of wealth, the only true 
sign of which is real money. That the 
sort of wealth of:which you speak, or to 
Which you allude, has contributed’ towards 





the producing of @ most alarming epi), 
know very well; and I only beg you to 
note, that it is not wealth; but the sign of 
a want of wealth.——« The power of the 
“ nation.”” Here you are wrong again 
It is not the power of the nation that has 
caused Napoleon to shut the ports of the 
Continent of Europe against you. Oh, 
no! it is want of power in us to prevent 
him from doing it. If we could have pre- 
vented it, he would not have united 
Flanders and Holland and the Hans Town 
to France; he would not have taken pos. 
session of Italy and Naples; he would not 
have forced Prussia and Russia and Swe. 
den to shut us out; he would not hare 
broken up Spain and Portugal. He 
would not have done this, if we had had 
power to prevent it; he has done this, 
and this it is that has produced the 
evil; and, how, then, do you make it 
out, that the evil has arisen from the 
great power of the nation? Ay! you 
could not bring yourselves to acknowledge 
the real fact ; but whether you saw it or 
not, the rest of the world, and particularly 


Napoleon, will see it; and, you may be . 


assured, that he will act accordingly.— 
But these merchants do confess (with 
what consistency let the reader say), that 
“the measures of the enemy” preventing 
the exportation of our merchandize, 
have produced this consequence, thut the 
goods are become a burthen; and they 
further say, that this threatens even the 
most solid and respectable houses with all the 
evils of insolvency. Enough : There 
needs no more. It is finished. Where 
Napoleon had one douanier he will now 
have two. The efficacy of his measures, 
the complete success of them, is here 
most explicitly recognized. The British 
merchants here declare, and the parlia 
ment receives and promulgates the decla- 
ration, that, if Napoleon persevere in lis 
measures, the commerce of this coumtry 
must be ruined; that insolvency must 
come upon the most solid establishments. 
If the Emperor of, France does not a 
lieve this, what will he believe ? And, | 
he be not hereby encouraged to persevere 
in his measures, what upon earth can giv° 
him such encouragement ?>——Why ws 
this declaration made? It was necessary 
make out ihe case of distress and to by 
the ground for a claim for relief; else | 
certainly would not have been made. 
tendency of it as to’ the enemy Mos 
have been manifest enough ; but if no 
stated, there was nothing whereon to cla 
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relief. It will, however, tend to aggravate 
the evil ; for, itis impossible for any man 
not to perceive, that the system of Na- 
oleon will now be more rigorously 
enforced than ever. We have.now told 
him, that, if he persevere, we are totally 
ruined in commerce, So much for the 
nalure, extent, and cause of the failures and 
misery prevailing ; now, as to the remedy 
recommended by the Committee, which 
is simply the lending to certain merchants 
and manufacturers, in Exchequer bills, 
the sum of 6,000,000 of pounds of Bank 
Paper, which, according to Mr, Hus- 
xisson’s statement, is worth seventeen shil- 
lings ia the pound. ‘The precedent for this 
measure is drawn from the achievements of 
“the great statesman now no more,” who 
made a similar loan, but to a less amount, 
in 1793, at the commencement of the 
war against the Jacobins and Levellers. * 
But, very different indeed were the cir- 
cumstances of the times. There the 
stoppage of trade was merely temporary. 
Trance was soon crippled in her navy. 
The rest of Europe was all open to us, 
and so were the American States. ‘There 
was no power in the world able to throw 
any material impediments in the way of 
a revival of commerce. Now what is the 
case? Why, there is nothing in it of a 
temporary aspect. The system of Napoleon 
isa settled thing; durable, at leas‘, as 
his life; and, though he has very poor 
health, and has had all the disorders that 
the human frame is subject to; though 
he has been dying a thousand times, 
and dead several times; still he is, 
somehow or other, able to plague us, 
and has even lately married and is about 
to become the father of a family..——His 
system is a settled established thing, as 
much so as our custom-house system; and 
there is no more hope of seeing it done 
away, than of seeing tle Bourbons upon 
the throne of France or the Stadtholder 
replaced in Holland. And, as I have be- 





* It appears by the Report of the 
Commissioners for the issue of Exchequer 
ills in 1793, to assist commercial men, 
ag the whole number of applications 
or loans was 332, and the amount of the 
sums applied for 3,855,6241.—of these 
238 were granted, and the amount lent 
was on nal security 2,015,000/. on 
repost @ goods 187,200/. total 2,202,200). 
¢ whole sum was repaid, a considerable 
Part before it became due, and the re- 
mainder regularly at the stated periods, 
; | 


ed 





| 


fore amply shown, not only are the Ame- 
rican ports shut against our goods, but, it 
is the policy of the American Government 
that they should continue shut against our 
goods; and, further, that it cannot be 
more than four or five years before Ame- 
rica will be able to export, in large quan- 
tities, those sorts of goods which she has 
heretofore imported trom England. Let 
any man read Mr. Livincsvonn’s book 
upon the subject of sheep and wool, and 
doubt of this if he can. [ shall be told, 
perhaps, that Mr. Percrvat has said, that 


“he looked forward to the probability of 


“new openings presenting themselves by 
“« degrees, and to\the progressive vent of the 
*« goods now locked up in our warehouses.’ 
I dare say he had my last Saturday’s pro- 
position in his eye; but, if he had not, I 
wish he had named those new-openings to 
which he looked forward; or, at least some 
ofthem. Portugal,indeed,and Spain, which 
are upon the eve of being delivered, as we 
are told by the Morning Post, may pre 

sent new-openings; for, it is pretty clear 
that the people will stand in need of al- 
most every necessary of life by the time 
that they are completely delivered of the 
French. Other new openings than these 
two it is out of my power to Tieteten, un- 
less we can destroy the power of Napoleon 
in the rest of Europe, for the doing of 
which I do not, however, pretend to say 
that Mr. Percevat and his colleagues may 
not have devised the means.m——» The sum 
of £6,000,000 was, however, voted with- 
out a division, in the House of Commons, 
on Monday the 11th instant, upon the 
motion of Mr. Percevat. Mr. Wuirt- 
BREAD intimated his intention of moving 
for an inquiry as to what partof the money 
(or rather bills) was received by members of 
the Honourable House; but, as this is a ra- 
ther “‘ delicate” matter, we will leave it 
untouched for the present. It was re- 
peatedly acknowledged in the debate, that 
a market, that customers, that backs to wear 
and mouths to swallow the goods, were 
wanted; and, indeed, the whole of what I 
said, in my last Number, was fully con- 
firmed; though no one appears to have 
thought of my remedy, to which f beg leave 
again to refer the reader; and I cannot 
help repeating my earnest wish to see it 
adopted.—Why should we go wander- 

ing about the world for customers, while 

we have such an ample market at home ? 

‘We are acting, in this, like Ma. BrouGHam 

and the other emancipators of the Black 

Slaves, who seem always to forget, that 
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there are any other in the world, and , the ABBE Raynat long ago delineated, and 
especially within their reach; and, I} which he said would take place if ever caused 
shall certainly never give them much | France became mistress of the Continent to sub 
credit for their ehdeavours, as long es I | or acquired a great and decided preponde. this? 

see them pass quite unnoticed the Sca/- | rance in the alfairs of Europe. He was a “now! 
lags in the Hebrides, « Charity begins at | friend to England, because he louked upon to talk 
“home,” and so ought humanity. 1 have | her asa friend to freedom ; and he there. becaus 
no objection to doing all that can be done | fore lamented, that she seemed to be aban. it, and 
for the Black Slaves. I have no objection | doned to a system, which, if persevered to us a 
to see the trade and the slavery all done | in, must finally lead to a crash which comp! 
away. But, first let us do all that can be | might endanger her imdependence.— any 


made 

















done in the Hebrides. Why should these | Commerce, in its free and natural course, no hat 
islands not have our attention? A Clergy- | produces many good effects besides that of were 
man of the Church of Scotland has written | the extension of knowledge, which is ge- You | 
and published a comparison between the | nerally accompanied with an extension of your 
, treatment of the Negroes and that of He- | virtue and of freedom; but, when it swells please 
IER bridians, and he gives the preference to the | out to an extent that makes the country Youn 
rE A former.* TI will, therefore, never hear of | dependent upon other countries; when war a 
ae humanity as connected with measures in| it grows into great masses and compa- Neve 
13 : favour of the Black Slaves, while a part of | nies, and when these become closely withe 
Bi my own countrymen are in this situation. | connected with the government ; then Yout 
‘We —-—TJo return to the subject before us, it| commerce becomes an enormous evil; you. 
i is, 1 think, as clear as daylight, that the | and, whoever will candidly trace the about 
: i “a relicf proposed to be given, and now voted | present external dangers of the covr- the Ji 
> tao. by the House of Commons, can have none | try to their real source, will find them to all to 
| wee of the effects which its advocates seem to| have arisen, in a great measure, from have 
| ie anticipate, Mr, Ric#arp Wettestey, in| commerce. The war against the Jacobins If yo 
Mee his maiden speech, expressed his confidence | and Levellers was fall as much a war of tion ; 
RS in “ the reviving spirit of the British mer-| commerce as of aristocracy. Between well; 
tS “ chant;” but, is this measure a sign of it? | them they succeeded in putting down the C0 $a) 
Bid Mr. Henny Thornton, in the debate on| democrats; but, what have either of them had n 
ah | | ets Monday, said, that « he wgshed the loan | gained by it? The merchants and great 
ia ‘‘to be applied on a charitable and humaxe | manufacturers subscribed and resolved and Lr 
ae “ principle.” Good lack! What, a loan! toasted and addressed in favour of a wat of Ta 
im a to our great merchants and manufacturers | against the Jacobinsand Levellers. Well: the I 
me a _Upon principles of charity and humanity !| they succeeded. They said and they swore oe 
eb 8 Does this savour of a revving spirit? Mr.| that all {that Pirt did was right. They Oe 
on Cunrwen (I quote the Morning Chronicle) | stood by him in every thing. And, shail Ive | 
| Hb. said, “that it was impossible not to see, they now complain, when the, natural ‘ 
| he that public confidence was gone; and, that | consequences of the .contest begin (for met 
Bs Fa this, therefore, rendered the measure im- they are only beginning) to come upon 
3, ye - perious, though all the money lent were | them? ‘They, perhaps, do not wish to sited 
“ee “finally to be lost.” But, without ask- | look at the matter in this light; but that 
st ing for the why or the wherefore here, if it | is no reason why we should not. Becavse 
4. be true, that public confidence is gone, they do not like to-look back to the glo- Lor 
a what becomes of the reviving spirit that Mr. | rious days of Pirt and Sir Brook, there is t 
Hi Richard Wellesley talked so much of ?—— | yo reason why the people should not take J 
deel That man must be most completely hood- | the retrospect. Now is the time to look 0 
winked, who sees any hopes of revival of | back; when men complain of ah evil and t 
the commercial spirit, which, of course, is | eall upon you to assist them, you have a I 
engendered and kept alive by the prospect |. right to inquire into the cause of the evil. L 
of gain, Indeed, be must be very stupid They will freely go back as far as the j 
who does not sce, that commerce, I mean | decrees of Napoleon, and ‘endeavour t0 ae 
exvernal commerce, has run its race; and that | enlist your feelings against him as the whic 
it 18 how producing all those effects, which | enemy of us all. Aye; that is very well; with 
but, who was it enabled Napoleon to pt! to e 
* Travels in the Western Hebrides, from | such ‘decrees in force? Whose plans 4 of a! 
1782 to 1790. By the Rev. J. L. Bu- | execution was it that gave him the po* he a 
CHANNAN, A. M2 Missionary to the Isles | session of those countries whence he 0°” him 





from the Church of Scotland, “excludes our commerce ?, Who was it thet 


« 


made France an armed nation; who 
caused her to pour forth a miliion of men 
to subdue Europe; who goaded her into 
this? “ What signifies talking of that 
«now?? Oh! it does signify a great deal 
‘to talk about it; and now is the very time, 
because you are now feeling the effects of 
it, and because it is of infinite importance 
to us all, that the real authors of the evil 
complained of should be known..——At 
any rate, the Jacobins and Levellers had 
no hand init. They were beaten. They 
‘were compelled to hold their tongues. 
You had all the affairs of the nation in 
your own hands. You did what you 
pleased, amongst you, with its resources. 
You made war, you made peace, you made 
war again; and you did what you liked. 
Never were the Pittites one single day 
without a decided majority in parliament. 
You will say, that the people were with 
you. Beitso. Jam not at all solicitous 
about that. All that I contend for is, that 
the Jacobins and Levellers had nothing at 
all to do with any of the measures, which 
have produced the present state of things. 
If you are well off; if you like your situa- 
tion; if you think it an enviable state, it is 
well; but, be it good, be it bad, all I have 
to say is, that the Jacobins and Levellers 
had no hand jn producing it. . 


Lintt Law.———I_ subjoin the speeches 
of Lono Erskine and Lord Expon upon 
the Ex Orricio Informations; but have 
ho room for any observations here, and 
can only recommend them to the atten- 
tive perusal of the reader. : 

. W™, COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

March (2, 1811. 





LIBEL LAW. ° 


Lorps Erskine and Expon’s Speeches, in 
the House of Lords, on the 4th inst. on 
Lord Holland’s Motion for an Account. 
of Inrormations Ex-orricio, Jiled by 
the Attorney General.—(Sce Lord Ho.~ 


LAND’s Speech at p. 593). 


Lonp Ersxine said, that in his way of 
considering the subject before the House, 
Was not necessary that his noble friend, 
who had moved for the Informations filed 
Within the last ten years, should be able 


‘0 establish by evidence a probable ground - 


of abuse to entitle him to’have the rs 
hp tuted for. It would be calBcieeie for 
to show that from any cause, from the 
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increase, for instance, of printing and of 
periodical publications, a very large body 
of the people were daily subject, in the 
exercise of useful and honest occupations, 
to a prosecution, not attempted to be vin- 
dicated by the greatest law authorities, 
but as an anomaly in the Constitution for 
the punishment of enormous offenders 
against the very existence of the State. 
On this principle he admitted that Infor- 
mations er officio were as ancient as the 
law, and were suffered to remain by the 
statute of King William, when Informa- 
tions by the King’s Coroner were taken 
away. But if these Informations, instead 
of being applicable as formerly to a very 
small number of persons upon extraordi- 
nary occasions, became applicable to or- 
dinary abuses or mistakes by all persons 
engaged in printing, it became the duty 
of Parliament to enter into an inquiry 
upon the subject, and even without the 
suggestion of an abuse, to provide a pro- 
tection against State Prosecutions for mis- 
demeanors analogous to those which the 
statute law had long enacted for the secu- 
rity of persons arraigned for treasons 
against the State. In ordinary criminal 
cases the law, though universally indul- 
gent, thought it necessary to keep within 
limits the privileges of parties accused.— 
A man, accused of felony, may be prose- 
cuted at any period. There is no statute 
of limitation to secure him when his wit- 
nesses may be absent or dead. He hears 
the indictment read for the first time by 
the clerk of the arraigns when he is put 
upon his trial; he has no copy of it delie 
vered to him; he, knows nothing of the 
case intended to be made against him ; 
he is a stranger to the witnesses who are 
to prove it, and he can have no counsel to 
make his defence to the Jury, but only to 
argue matters of law with the court. 
Such is the naked condition of a prisoner, 
when his adversary is a private man. But 
when he is accused of High Treason, he 
is covered all over with the armour of the 
law. He has a giant to fight with when 
he has to encounter the whole weight and 
influence of the Crown, and he is protected 
accordingly. The indictment must be pre- 
ferred within three years from the commis- 
sion of the crime. Every principle of li- 
mitation of time, as enacted in cases of 
Treasons, surely applies with tenfold force 
to prosecutions for Libels, but above all 
to periodical publications. Treasons may 
be most secret, and most generally are so. 
They may not be discovered till long after 
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three years; bat still the law, in its gene- 
ral in ulgence, imposes that limitation of 
time ; Treasons also, when discovered, 
oppose other difficulties to conviction. It 
may be much longer before the traitors 
can be detected, and longer still before 
evidence can be obtained. But Libels in 
periodical publications, are known to the 
crown the instant they are published, and 
yovernment has already obtained laws 
which make known to them, immediately 
and universally, the responsible persons. 
The names of all the proprietors, publish- 
ers and printers being registered in the 
Stamp Oflice, not only for purposes of 
revenue, but expressly for the detection of 
offences against the State. Upon what 
principle, then, ought such prosecutions to 
be delayed? There ought, on the con- 
trary, to be a very short limitation of time 
indeed to prevent their being made instru- 
ments of terror, or of dangerous influence 
ever the press. A copy of it must be 
delivered to him ten days before the trial. 
He must have the whole pannel of the 
Jurors who are to try him, with their de- 
scriptions and places of abode, so as to 
entitle him to sift their characters for ob- 
jections for cause, and even for 35 capri- 
cious challenges without any cause at all. 
Ifhe dislikes the physiognomy of a Juror, 
he sets him aside; he is entitled to full 
defence by two counsel to speak to the 
Jury upon his whole case. The treason 
must be established by two witnesses, 
though one is sufficient to convict even in 
any other capital case; and he must be 
brought to trial without delay or be set at 
large. Nothing could be more striking 
than the illustration of these principles, 
int Hadficld’s case for shooting at the 
King at the theatre. In most other coun- 
tries he might have been trampled under 
foot or carried to instant execution; but 
here he was protected in the manner he 
had described. ‘Though insanity was his 
defence, he was taken to be sane when he 
demanded all these privileges in open 
court, and he called upon ‘the court to 
assign him (Lord Erskine) to plead for him, 
who had_ no privilege to refuse it. Such 
examples, instead of weakening govern- 
ment, was a bulwark to support it. Now, 
why should not persons, accused by the 
Attorney General, by ex officio Informa- 
tion, have analogous protections. They 
have the same antagonist to fight with, 
and. why not the same armour to cover 
them? All the power and influence of 
government are exerted equally against 
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therm, and the cases are Precisely the 
same, except that the crown docs net 
fight with weapons that are mortal: py 

the wounds they inflict may be desperate, 
But they not only have not analogous pro. 
tection, but they are exposed to greate; 
dangers than in cases of ordinary crimes 

by the abuse of Special Juries. He did 
not mean to complain of the institution, 
but to want of proper regulation. He had 
long had the greatest respect for man 

gentlemen who served upon them, but the 
most honest men were not equally fit for 
all trusts. "They were ofien deeply con. 
nected with government, engaged in the 
collection of the revenue, ani Magistrates 
in every county in the kingdom. The 
List was not returned by the Sheriff, but 
was made up by the Master in the Office 
of the King’s Bench. He did not believe 
that an honester man existed than the 
individual who held that office, but that 
was no answer to the subject who was cut 
off from his choice out ofthe general mass of 
the county where he is tried. He thought 
therefore that it would not only be just, 
but the wisest policy, to take the whole 
subject into immediate consideration, 
The administration of justice, to be useful, 
must be popular; and it never became 
unpopular but through abuse. He had 
always stood up for the character and 
honour of the law as the sure foundation 


of all social order and happiness, but for , 


that very reason he would always give his 
voice, by salutary improvements, to rescue 
it from suspicion and to deliver it Irom 
reproach. 
Lord Expoy said that he could say with 
his noble friend that he also felt grateful 
fur the honours with which a gracious 
master had rewarded his humble services; 
and that humble as his efforts might have 
been, those, who were to inherit those 
honours from him would know that he 
had done his duty. As to the distinctions 
which had been'drawn between the pro 
ceedings in the case of treason and libel, 
it should be remembered that in the 
former the accusation rests upon gener 
principles—in the latter upon an alledg 
specific fact. He believed that no ct 
torney-General had prosecuted more libe 
than ‘it had fallen to his lot to proscce® 
when he held that office. He acted 0} ® 
conviction at that time, certainly, that t , 
ublication of libel was one of the ae 
formidable weapons then wielded ag#™ 
the constitution ; and that it was a” - 
gine which was directed to the subversion 
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f the Government of the country. It 
vats grateful to him to reflect that he had, 


by his conduct then, done his part towards 


its preservation. As to what had been 
‘ntroduced on the subject of special juries, 
he could not perceive how that was at all 
connected with the object of the noble 
haron’s motion; but he would remind 
the House, that if any alteration was at- 
tempted in the present mode of regulating 
special juries, the same principle would 
equally apply to some change in the sys- 
tem ef summoning common juries, who 
were all returned at the discretion of the 
Sheriff. (Hear! hear!) He did not 
know the meaning of this exclamation, 
but be could assure Noble. Lords he 
spoke for the purpose of being heard. (A 
laugh.) It was bis decided opinion, that 
the mere fact of the number of prosecu- 
tions having increased, by a considerable 
‘number, in the last ten years, was not a 
sufficient ground for inducing them to ac- 
cede to the motion of the noble lord. He 
must do that Noble Lord the justice to 
say, that he had, when the late act re- 
specting ex officio informations was first 
introduced, given to it his strongest oppo- 
sition. He himself unquestionably had 
approved of it, possibly from prejudice, 
and from the esteem in which he held its 
authors, He knew well that the person 
who now filled the office of Attorney-Ge- 
neral, for whom he felt the most sincere 
respect, had been greatly misrepresented. 
Chis, however, he did not lament—it was 
the natural consequence of the authority 
which he exercised, and it was also the 
privilege of a free people to view with 
distrust, and even with dislike, the ne- 
Cessary exercise of that authority. At 
the same time he must say, that a great 
deal of misconception prevailed in the 
public mind on the subject, and that if 
Well and traly understood, it would ap- 


} pear that no poole officer holding the 


same trust had ever displayed a larger 
portion of mildness and forbearance.—It 
would be seen that he was THE MOsT 
FORBEARING PROSECUTOR IN THE 
KINGDOM. (Hear! hear!) His trust 
was of a description which it was not 
inder the circumstances of the ‘respon- 
bility which be incurred, probable, if 
Possible, that he should venture to abuse 
f Much had been said by the Noble 
rye (Lord Holland) of the great Legal 
semorities that had set themselves against 
Me general panaie ot r 9 io infor- 
mations, but he must observe, that if those 





eminent characters had expressed opi- 
nions of this nature, they had been very 
inconsistent in their conduct. For how- 
ever warmly they might have contended 
against these informations when engaged 
against the Crown Officers, there was, he 
believed, no instance of their refusing him 
their assistance whenever he invited it in 
carrying on the same ex oficio informa- 
tions—(A laugh.) After all the state- 
ments which had been made.of the rigour 
exercised by virtue of the late Act, only 
one person had been held to bail, and it 
was in that aggravated case of an im- 
mediate republication of the libel, which 
had been already noticed. He recollect- 
ed well, that when he was Attorney-Ge- 
neral, a singular mode of doing the same 
thing was practised. As the prosecutor 
of a libel, he was obliged to state the li- 
bellous matter in the record, and this re- 
cord of the indictment was in many in- 
stances, itself immediately published, and 
the CIRCULATION OF THE LIBEL 
THUS INGENIOUSLY EXTENDED. 
(A laugh.) it was impossible not to be 
amused at the contrivance, but it was ap 
evil which imperiously required a remedy. 
With respect to the circumstance of The 
Morning Post, he was desirous of stating 
that the principle which governed him, 
on those occasions, was to prosecute all 
the parties implicated in the publication 
of the libel, and he had uniformly found, 
that, by extinguishing the papers, he got 
rid of the authors. Thinking as he did, 
that those who were charged with the ju- 
dicial administration of the laws were en- 
titled to their support, and ought not to be 
wantonly subjected to suspicion and re- 
proach, without some plain and specific 
ground being laid for entertaining any 
motion that should be attended with’ such 
an effect ; and thinking also, that ne such 
ground had been adduced, and that to 
accede to it would only be to unhinge the 


public mind and create unfounded alarms, he 


felt himself under the necessity of resisting 
the motion. 
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COMMERCIAL CREDIT. 


Report from the Select Committee on the Stade 
of Commercial Credit, laid before the House 
of Commons, 6 March, 1811. | 

The Select Committee appointed to en- 
quire into the State of Commercial Credit, 


and who were directed to report the same 
as it should appear to them, together with 


5 


Ge Ror 
- ap 


easeee 
ar ee 


¥ 
ANE 
die 


F) 

4; 
e)) 

Aj 

a 

a 

me tk 
en * 
3 

} 


“pS Slats sdaleael 
AE Sew 


ee 


$ 


i, €ES~ 


ait ee av 
yh: uy 
aa ant re 


od x oe Be Sate i 
‘spannaplatt G a. : 


+ Me aedien g M ota « 


a a le 


5 SSE fe se 
> So Se ee 
see a tage 


4S Sacer AS 
pe 


— - 
ts 










“Ege 
or aa 


~ 





ise ss 


* spree») 


aoa 
% 
~~ 







—— 


~- 


ee ei 


oe onl es 


ighamgs Te 


a 
~~ 











— oo A 







pes ae ay 


ee a ee ee ee 





Ie Se a Ee 

































627] 


their Observations thereon, from time to 
time, to the House, met, and examined a 
variety of Witnesses ; and have agreed 
upon the following Report :—Your Com- 
mittee directed its attention to three points , 
— First—The extent of the difficulties and 
embarrassments which are at present ex- 
perienced by the trading part of the com- 
munity :—Second—The causes to which 
the same should be ascribed s—and,— Third 
—The expediency, with aview to the pre- 
sent and future interests of the Merchants 
and Manufacturers, and of the public, of 
any assistance being afforded by Parlia- 
ment.—Your Committee found, that Me- 
morials had been presented *to his Majes- 
ty’s Treasury, towards the latter end of 
the last and the beginning of the - present 
year, stating the great embarrassments and 
distress which were felt amongst the Ma- 
nufacturers in the Cotton Trade in’ Glas- 
gow and Paisley and their vicinity, and 
praying for public assistance; that the 
same were confirmed by the representa- 
tion of a meeting held in the City of Lon- 
don, onthe 12th of February, which sent 
a deputation to wait upon the Chancellor 
ofthe Exchequer, with a Copy of the Re- 
solutions adopted at that meeting. These 


Resolutions your Committee have inserted | 


in the Appendix to this Report.—Your 
Committee found, by the evidence of the 
witnesses which they examined, that those 
statements and representations were found- 
ed on fact.—It appeared to your Com- 
mittee, that the principal part of the dis- 
tress which was complained of, had arisen 
out of great and extensive speculations, 
which commenced upon the opening of the 
South American marketsin the Brazils and 
elsewhere, to the adventures of British 
Merchants. Mr. Garden, the Chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce and Manufac- 
ture at Glasgow, said—“ That in Glasgow 
and the neighbourhood the distress began 
among the manufacturing body of the peo- 
ple, and it has pressed moreseverely upon 
them hitherto, than on any other class. 
That it began about the month of October 
or beginning of November last: The 
cause of it appeared to him to be this ; 
Thata set of Merchants in London, Liver- 
pool, and Glasgow, conceiving that the 
markets of South America would consume 
a vast quantity of our manufactures, en- 
tered into a project of very extensive ex- 

rts to those Countries and to the West 

dia Islands, chiefly intended for the Spa- 
nish Colonies ; these expeditions not meet- 
ing a ready market, those Exporters have 
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not been able to pay the Manufacture, 
when ‘the bills became due; these bil 
were therefore returned upon the many. 
facturers, which created a great deal of 
distress—many of those houses that were 
the original causes of the evil are gone to 
Bankruptcy long ago; but they have 
created this evil upon the manufactures; 
of whom they purchased the goods; tha 
the manufacturers have their property 
locked up in bankrupts’ estates; that 
part of it will be lost no doubt, but yet 
that in the course of nine, twelve or fifteen 
months, a considerable part of the capital 
will return to the manufacturers; but 
while they are deprived of it, they go on 


‘with the greatest difficulty; many of the 


weaker have beenbroken down. That the 

manufacturers of goods who have capitals 

still feel great distress from this cause, and 

itis that class of people that it would be 

desirable to relieve, because a little aid 

from government would enable them to 

goon with their business, though on ali. 
mited scale ; but still they would be ena- 

bled to retain a certain proportion of their 

work people or labourers ; whereas, il they 

get no kind of relief, they must be broken 

down also; and the labourers, with their 
families, must be left without means oi 
subsistence. Thatthis distress still presses 

very heavily upon them, the export mer- 
chants not being able to pay the manv- 
facturers, for the goods they have taken. 
That in the course of trade great quantities 
of goods from Scotland were sold by agent: 
in London ; those agents gave a temporary 
accommodation to the manufacturer, - 
nothing more ; when the merchantscoul! 
not pay those bills which they had given fo" 
goods, the bills went back upon the maou: 
facturers.—That there isthis chain of con- 
nection between the manufacturing body 
and the upper classes of merchants, the 
Banksin Scotland having discounted or at- 
vanced money upon those bills of the “a 
chants for the manufacturers ; those i's 
having gone back, the manufacturers aren" 
able to take them up; the capitals of the 
Banks are therefore taken up also, and they 
are not abie to give the regular accomm » 
tion which they had been used to do to 
their customers. In this situation of thing’, 
too, a want of confidence arises ! the 
banks themselves, when they see peop 
breaking down around them, they becom: 
timid and afraid of transacting any bus 
ness; a want of confidence on the part 0 


the banks naturally creates distress aie | 
the upper classes of merchants, W° 
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Sor means of negociation ; that therefore 


/very . ; 
inthe banks makes them distrustful ofevery 


‘convenience in consequence., The witness 


} banks at Glasgow and in that neighbour- 
hood do little business, they will rather 


among very respectable merchants.—That 
the intercourse of credit among the mer- 


‘by means of these circumstances, even 


work; his machinery gets out of order, 


‘country, and he cannot collectthem again, 


‘them again; that the home trade and 


» market becomes exhausted, and of course 
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thus deprived of the usual accommodation 


ersons who are possessed of solid pro- 
erty have not the same means of obtain- 
ing credit that they usually have had, and 

far from it—this want of confidence 


= 


bodyand the merchants have felt great in- 


said, he understands that some of the 


accumulate their capital, and wait the re- 
sult of the present situation of things ; this 
want of confidence creates general distress 


chants themselves, was much broken down 


where the merchants are solvent.—That 
there is considerable injury to the manu- 
facturer, from being obliged to stop his 


his workmen get dispersed through the 


but at considerable trouble and expence ; 
and whenit is understood that his business 
is stopped, he loses his custom, and when 
he begins again it is almost the same as 
beginning a new business ; it is therefore 
extremely important that the manufac- 
turer should go on, though on a limited 
scale—That in his opinion the demand 
would ina great measure come round to 


some other markets are still open to them; 
that he has always seen in his experience 
of 30 years, that a glut in a market is fol- 
lowed by a brisk demand; for no person 
will supply the markets or adventure at all 
when they are overstocked ; hence the 


a very good demand arises afterwards. 
The markets of South America and the 
West India Islands are overstocked at pre- 
sent, but they will naturally come round, 
and the home trade a'ways takes off a cer- 
tain quantity, sothat he had no doubt in 
1X or twelve months this increased de- 
mand will do more than take off what is 
on hand now, or what will be manufac- 
tured in the mean time, which will be a 
wat limited quantity indeed.—That if 
: €re was no particular glut in the market, 
tops the time of the shipping of the goods, 
- the payment could be commanded in 
oe he should conceive would be 
leita I ae aircon 5 it ma in some 
sooner, but, generally ‘speak- 
ing, he should enceive about that Sime. 

















| 





MARCH 13, 1811.—Commercial Credit. [630 


In some instances payments have been 
much quicker, perhaps by the return of 
the same ship; and he mentioned that 
there have even been instances of ships 
returning within four or five months.— 
The vsual date of bills given by the mer- 
chant to the manufacturer is six or nine 
months, but in some cases it may be ex- 
tended to twelve months; in cases where 
the goods are sold by an agent in London, 
that agent interposes his credit, and gives 
an accommodation to the maunfacturer 
sooner, if he requires it, taking his chance 
of payment from the merchant.—That the 
distresses were immediately and in the 
first instance occasioned by the want of 
payment for those that were vended 5 but 
at the same time the want of a market is 
certainly apartof the cause. The markets 
of South America having been for a time 
overstocked, there is no great demand at 
present; and even though there were a 
demand, in the present situation of things 
with the want of confidence and the want 
of credit, it would be difficult for the ma- 
nufacturers to know to whom to sell with 
safety ; that is chiefly occasioned by the 
want of payments for the goods sold: that 
will in some measure come round in the 
course of twelve months, and then the ma- 
nufacturer will have his own capital again. 
—That there has been a very consider- 
able supply of this sort of manufactures 
sent to the peninsula, which was in 
a great measure with a view to their 
being sent to the Spanish colonies; 
that the same failure of payment hap- 
pened in some degree, in respect of 
those goods, as those sent to South Ame- 
rica; that one considerable house in Lon- 
don connected with this trade, which etop- 
ped or made a — within the last two 
or three weeks, had sent a great quantity 
to Cadiz; and they informed the witness 
that the last account they had was, that 
the goods would all be sold in this and 
the next month, by which means they 
should be able to make a handsome divi- 
dend to their creditors; but their bills 
having gone back onthe manufacturers, 
they are depressed in the mean time.— 
That there had been a great fall in the 
price of the manufacture; that when he 
left Glasgow, there were some articles of 
manufacture which had fallen perhaps 
40 or 50 per cent; but he understands 
from communications since that, the fall 
is greater, because the distress 1s become 
more general.—With respect to the fail- 
ures me had happened, there are several 
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631) 
houses which will probably pay very 
large dividends; and indeed there are se- 
veral of the houses in Glasgow that he al- 
Judes to which stopped payment, have un- 
dertaken to pay their creditors in full, in 
a certaintime; one who had more than 
200,0001, of bills out, has undertaken to 
pay his creditors in 3, 4, 8, 12, and 16 
months, and probably he will do it; but 
in the meantime, the manufacturers can- 
not command.a shilling of this money ; 
that the failure of those houses, before he 
left Glasgow, had amounted to from one 
to two millions; one house (the same to 
which the witness alluded before) has 
failed since that time for 519,000/. they 
have undertaken to pay in full.—That the 
failures of the export houses certainly 
arose from their having gone greatly be- 
yond their capital, having exported goods 
tua far greater extent; but he under- 
stood many of those houses were not with- 
out capital, and some even had large ca- 
pital, but being disappointed inthe markets, 
it was found that they could not make 
their returns so avickie as their bills be- 
came due : there are houses of that descrip- 
tion in Liverpool, and some in Glasgow.— 
Being asked, as to the amount of failures 
onthe present occasion, as compared with 
those in 1793? he said, “ The proportion 
of failures will be always something in 
prnncenes tothe extent of the trade, (which 
1as increased wonderfully since 1793) ; 
and of course the failures now are to a 
much larger amount than they were at 
that period.”-—Your Committee having 
given this full extract from the evidence 
of Mr. Garden, have to state, that it was 
in general confirmed by the evidence of 
Messrs. I, and R. Mackerell, and Mr. Henry 
Fulton, muslin-manufacturers at Paisley ; 
and that evidence in a great degree 
to a similar import was given to the Com- 
mittee by Sir Robert Peel. With re- 
pr to the state of the manufactures in 

ancashire, he stated, that the price of 
goods had fallen 40, 50, and in some in- 
stances 60 per cent.: that the greatest 
manutacturers had been obliged to reduce 
the grantity of their work by one third, 
others one-half, and others again had been 
obliged to discharge their workmen alto- 
gether ; and that even those which were 
continued in employment, were continued 
at a very reduced rate of wages, amount- 
ing to not more than one balf of their 
ordinary payment=-that under these cir- 
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the workmen; and though there had er 
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[632 
been any failures among the mote. cop. 
siderable and best established houses of ma. 
nufacture in Lancashire, yet that great dig. 
tress and embarrasment must alread y befelt 
by many, and that some parliamentary as. 
sistance would be of most essential ady,p, 
tage.—Your Committee think it right to re. 
fer to the returns of the export of the Cotton 
Manufactures in the following years, 1) 
shew the state and progress of the trade 
in this article of manufacture, up to the 
period when this distress began to beso 
strongly felt. ‘The official value of cotton 
manufactures exported from Great Britain, 
inthe year ending 5 January, 1808, was 
9,846,859/.; in the year ending 5 January 
1809, 12,835,803/. ; in the year ending 5 
January, 1810, was 18,616,723/, ; andin 
the three quarters ending 10 October 
1810, 12,761,136/.—It appeared to your 
Committee, that there had been no wan 
of a disposition on the part of the Banks 
in Scotland to give their accommodation; 
that they had liberally applied it as far as 
was possible ; but that it was impossible 
they could continue their aid, as they had 
their capital already locked up in an im- 
mense number of bills, the payment ol 
which was suspended.—Your Committee 
also found, that great distress was felt ina 
quarter which was much connected with 
this trade, namely, amongst the Importers 
of Produce from the foreign West India 
Islands, and from South America.—That 
great parts of the returns for the manv- 
factures which were exported to those 
parts of the world, came home 1n sugars 
and coffee ;_ which not being entitled 10 
sale in the home market, there were no 
immediate means of realizing their value. 
—These representations of the listres 
experienced in the trade of the Cotton 
Manufacturer and Exporter, and from the 
want of market for foreign colonial pro 
duce, were also confirmed by respectable 
merchants and traders in London; W 
also stated, that the embarrassments were 
felt in other branches of trade, not col 
nected with foreign commerce oF colont 
produce.—It also appeared to your Com- 
mittee, that one cause which might 
considered as connected with and as # 
present aggravating the existing — 
was the extent to which the syste™ . 
warehousing the goods of foreign¢t® 
well as native merchants, for exportatio® 
had been carried. ~On this po! 
Committee ‘refer to the evidence fot 
Cock, Commercial and Public a cad 
the Corporation of Liverpool, and G¢ 
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| Agentto the merchants of the town ; who 
informed the Committee that,—** Since 
the opening of the West India and Lon- 
don Docks, Great Britain has under the 
srovisions of the warehousing acts, be- 
come a free port, into which foreign goods 
of almost every description may be 
brought and safely deposited, and from 
‘whence they may be exported again with- 
© out payment of importation duties. This 
‘country possessing peculiar advantages for 
foreign commerce, the consequence of 
uch facility to introduce goods from all 
parts of the world has been, that the mer- 
chants of other countries, whether neu- 
rals, enemies or allies, have been eager to 
avail themselves of every opportunity of 
ending their goods hither. From Spain 
{for instance) such goods as have not 
been imported on British account, the 
Spanish merchants have been anxious to 
end bere for safety and for sale—the 
ame remark applies to Portugal ; in fact 
We are now the exporters of Portugal 
ines to that country—while importa- 
ions from Europe, not the result of a de- 
anand for them, have thus been occasioned, 
he markets of South America, both 
Portuguese and Spanish, have been thrown 
pen to us, and the greater part of the 
nimense productions of those places (from 
hich formerly we received but little pro- 
perty direct except bullion) now comes to 
ill the warehouses, and for a time to ex- 
haust the capitals of the merchants of 
his country. Our conquests also have 
mad the same tendency: in addition to 
he produce of the old British Colonies, 
we now receive that of Martinique, Gua- 
laloupe, St. Cruz, St. Thomas’s, &e. 5 
ne greatest part of the produce of St. 
omingo also now comes here. From 
urope, the importations from places 
rom which the British flag is excluded, 
tave been immense—these causes co- 
perating at a period when the situation 
f the United’ States has prevented their 
ps from introducing into Europe that 
"'ge proportion of West Indian and South 
merican productions of which they would 
ave been the carriers, the effects have 
“en more sensibly felt by our merchants.” 
| menivae ae upon the whole, think 
bere S$ justified in stating, that the 

Tassments and distresses at present 
“Perienced are of an extensive nature ; 
| though they are most severely felt 
Ongst the manufacturers and merchants 
! a trades which have been more par- 
pularly specified, yet, that they are also 





















































felt in a considerable degree in some other 
branches of trade ; but they have the sa- 
tisfaction of stating, that from the evi- 
dence of a very extensive and experienced 
merchant, it does not appear that they 
are felt in the woollen trade, to such an 
extent as would at all justify a call upon 
Parliament for any extraordinary relief.— 
That your Committee are warranted in 
stating, that there appeared a general 
concurrence of opinion amongst those of 
the witnesses who were examined, as to 
the expediency of affording Parliamen- 
tary relief in the manner in which it was 
aflorded by the issue of Exchequer Bills 
in the year 1793, although there was some 
difference as to the extent of benefit which 
might be .expected to be derived from 
such relief, And your Committee state it 
to be their decided opinion, that although 
there are many circumstances at the 
present time affecting the state of trade 
and commercial credit, which make a ter 
difference between the present period and 
that of the year 1793; yet the distress is 
of such a nature and extent, as to make 
such Parliamentary relief highly expedient 
and necessary ; and that it promises to be 
productive of extensive and important be- 
nefit ; that although in many cases such 
aid may not be capable of effectually re- 
lieving the persons to whom it may be 
applied, from great losses arising from the 
state of circumstances ; yet by affording 
them time gradually to contract their 
operations, to call in their means, to 
withold from immediate sale articles which 
at present can fetch only most ruinous 
prices, and to keep up the employment of 
their machinery and their workmen, 
though upon avery reduced and limited 
scale ; it will divide and spread the pres- 
sure of this distress over a larger space ef 
time, and enable them to meet it with con- 
sequences less ruinous to themselves, and 
less destructive to the interests of. the 
community.—That your Committee re- 
ferred: to the manner in which relief was 
afforded in the year 1793, and have found 
that the provisions of that measure which, 
as appears by the report of the Commis- 
sioners appointed on that occasion, was 
attended with the happiest effects, and the 
most complete success, are embodied tw 
the Act 33 Geo. Hl. cap, 29, and the 
Committee are of opinion, that similar pro- 
visions should be adopted with regard to the 
relief at present proposed ; that the amount 
of Exchequer Bills to be issued should not 
be less, nor would the Committee re- 
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geommend that it should be more than 
6,000,000/. and that, considering the pro- 
bable date of the returns of trade from 
South America, a greater interval should 
be given for repayment than was allowed 
in 1793, the Committee being of opinion, 
that the time for payment of the first 
quarter’s instalment should not be earlier 
than the middle of January next, and that 
the remainder of the sum advanced should 
be required to be repaid by three ‘equal 
payments, from three months to three 
months, so that the whole should be dis- 
charged in nine months from the payment 
of such first instalment. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Ameaica and ENGLAND. —— Letters of 
Mr. Pinkney, laid before Congress by 
the President Mr. Mavtson, 12 Jan. 
18il. 


Mk. Pinkney to Lord Wellesley. — Great 
Cumberland Place, Nov. 3, 1810. 
(Continued from page 608.) 
it will have been taken for granted, that 
the British obstructions to those expedi- 


however insufficient in itself, was the 
only one that could ever be claimed for 
them, have been withdrawn, and that the 
seas are once more restored to the domi- 
nion of law and justice. I perscade my- 
self, that this confidence will be substan- 
tially justified by the event; agd that to 
the speedy recall of such orders in Coun- 
cil as were subsequent in date to the de- 


ment of the antecedent order, to which 
my letter respecting blockades particular- 
ly relates. But if, notwithstanding the 
circumstances which inyite to such a 
course, the British Government shall have 
deterinined not to remove those obstruc- 
tions with all practicable promptitude, | 
trust that my Government will be apprised 
with as little delay as possible of a deter- 
mination so unexpected, and of such vital 
concern to its rights and interests; and 
that the reasons upon which that deter- 
mination may have been formed will not 
be withheld from it.—I have the honour to 
be, with high consideration, My Lord,— 
your Lordship’s most obedienthumble ser- 
vant,—WiL.iam PINKNEY. 


A Bill supplementary to the Act concerning the 
Commercial Intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and 
Sor other purposes.——Jan. 18il. 
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Be it enacted, &c. That in case Grea 
Britain shall so revoke or modify her edics, 
as that they shall cease to Violate - 
neutral commerce of the United States 
the President of the United States shall 
declare the fact by proclamation, and such 
proclamation shall be admitted as evidence 
and no other evidence shall be admitted 
of such revocation or modification in any 
suit or prosecution which may be instituted 
under this act, or the act to which this act 
is asupplement. And the restrictions ip. 
posed or which may be imposed by virtue 
of this act, or the act to which this is, 
supplement, shall from the date of such 
proclamation cease to be discontinued. 
_ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That 
from and after the 2d day of February 
next, in case the proclamation aforesaid 
shall not have been issued, the entrance of 
the harbours and waters of the United 
States and the territories thereof be, and 
the same is hereby interdicted to all ships 
or vessels sailing under the flag of Great 
Britain, or owned in whole or in part by 
any citizen or subject thereof, vessels 


hired, chartered, or employed by the go- 


i ‘nme itain, for the sole 
tions having thus lost the support, which, | VoTR™ent of Great Britain, 


purpose of carrying letters or dispatches, 
and also vessels forced in by distress, or 
by the dangers of the sea only excepted ; 
and if any ship or vessel sailing under the 
flag of Great Britain, or owned in whole 


or in part by any citizen or subject thereof 
| and not excepted as aforesaid, shall, aiter 
the said second day of February next, 
arrive either with or without a carg® 
, : | within the limits of the United States, 0 
crees of France, will be added the annul- | ‘V' ope . a 
: | the territories thereof, such ship or vessel, 


‘together with the cargo, if any, which 


may be found on board, shall be forfeited, 


and may be seized and condemned in any 
‘court of the United States, or territories 


thereof, having competent jurisdiction. 
Seé. 3. And be it further enacted, That 
from and after the 2d day of February 
next, it shall not be lawful to import into 
the United States, or territories thereol, 
any goods, wares, or merchandize a 
ever, from any port or place situate t 
Great Britain or Ireland, or in any pa't° u 
colonies or dependencies of Great Brita, 
nor from any port or place in the Py 
ossession of Great Britain; nor shall it 
awful to import into the United States, 
the territories thereof, from any nee 
port or place whatever, any g000s, : i 
or merchandize whatever, being “Cr 
rowth, produce, or manufacture 0! > 


itain or Ireland, or of any of the cole 
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637} 
or dependencies of Great Britain, or being 

of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
any place or country In the actual pos- 
session of Great Britain : Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be con- 

I strued to affect the cargoes of ships or 
vessels wholly owned by a citizen or ci- 
tizens of the United States, which had 
cleared for any port beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope, prior to ihe 10th day of No- 
vember, 1810. 

Sec, 4. And be it further enacted, That 
whenever any article or articles, the im- 
} portation of which is prohibited by this act, 
shall after the 2d day of February next, 
be imported into the United States or the 
territories thercof, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of this act, or shall, 
after the said 2d day of February next be, 
puton board of any ship or vessel, boat, 
rait, or carriage, with intention of import- 
ing the same into the United States or 
the territories thereof, all such articles, as 
well as all gther articles, on board the 
same ship or vessel, boat, raft, or carriage, 
belonging to the owner of such prohibited 
articles, shall be forfeited ; and the owner 
thereof shall moreover forfeit and pay 
treble the value of such articles. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That 
#f any article or articles, the importation of 
hich is prohibited by this act, shall after 
the 2d day of February next be put on 
board of any ship or vessel, boat, raft, or 
arriage, with intention to import the 
ame into the United States or the terri- 
ries thereof, contrary to the true intent 
ind meaning of this act, and with the 
nowledge of the owner or master of such 
ip or vessel, boat, raft, or carriage, such 
hip or vessel, boat, raft, or carriage shall 
be forfeited, and the owner and master 
hereof shall moreover each forfeit and pay 
treble the value of such articles. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That 
















































f which is prohibited by this act, and 
hich Shall nevertheless be on board of 
ny ship or vessel, boat, raftor carriage, 
riving after the said-second day of Fe- 
ruary next in the United States or the 
'ritories thereof, shall be omitted in the 
manifest, report, or entry of the master, or 
© person having the charge or command 
a ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, 
, shall be omitted in the entry of the 
ods owned by the owner, or consigned 
>» the consignee of such articles, or shall 
~ _mported or landed, or attempted to be 
Ported or landed, without a permit, the 


























any article or articles, the importation: 
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same penalties, fines and forfeitures shall 
be incurred and may be recovered, as in 
the case of similar omission or omissions, 
landing, importation, or attempt to land or 
import, in relation to articles liable to 
duties on their importation into the United 
States. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That 
every collector, naval officer, surveyor or 
other officer of the customs, shall have 
like power and authority to seize goods 
wares, and merchandize, imported contra- 
ry to the extent and meaning of this act, to 
keep the same in custody until it shall 
have been ascertained whether the same 
have been forfeited or not, and to enter 
any ship or vessel, dwelling house, store, 
building or other place, for the purpose of 
searching for and seizing any such goods, 
wares, or merchandize, which he or they 
now have by law in relation to goods, 
wares, and merchandize subject to duty ; 
and if any person or persons shall conceal 
or buy any goods, wares, or merchandize, 


‘knowing them to be liable to seizure by 


this act, such person or persons shall, on 
conviction thereof, forfeit and pay a sum 
double the amount or value of the goods, 
wares or merchandize so concealed or pur- 
chased. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That 
any vessel or merchandize which shall be 
seized prior to the fact being ascertained 
whether Great Britain shall on or before 
the second day of February next have 
revoked or modified her edicts in the 
manner above mentioned, may be restored 
on application of the parties, on their 
giving bond, with approved sureties to the 
United States in a sum equal to the value 
thereof, to abide the decision of the proper 
court of the United States thereon, and 
any such bond shall be considered as sa- 
tisfied if Great Britain shall, on or before 
the said second day of February next, have 
revoked or modified her edicts in the 
manner above mentioned, 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That 
no vessel which shall have departed from 
a British port before the second day of 
February next, and no merchandize im- 

rted in such vessel which shall have 
een put on board the same before the 
Proclamation of the President of the 
United States of the 2d day of November 
last shall have been known at such port, 
shall be liable to seizure or forfeiture on 
agcount of any infraction or persumed in- 
fraction of the provisions of this act, or of 
the act to which this act is a supplement, 
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Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, 
That the following additions shall be made 


[640 
to provide for mitigating or remitting the 
forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities ac. 
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to the oath or affirmation taken by the 
masters or persons having the charge or 
command of any ship or vesse! arriving at 
any port of the United States or the terri- 
tories thereof, after the 2d day of February 
next, viz. “I further swear, (or affirm) 
that there are not, to the best of my know- 
ledge and belief on board (insert the de- 
nomination and name of the vessel) any 
goods, wares, or merchandize, the impor- 
tation of which into the United States or 
the territories thereof, is prohibited by 
law; and I do further swear (or affirm) 
that if I shall hereafter discover or know 
of any such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dize, on board the said vessel, or which 
shall have been imported in the same, I 
will immediately and without delay make 
due report thereof to the collector of the 
port of this district.” 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That 
the following addition be made, after the 
second day of February next, to the oath 
or affirmation taken by importers, con- 
signees, or agents, at the time of entering 
goods imported into the United States or 
the territories thereof; viz. “ I also swear 
(or affirm) that there are not, to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, among the 


cruing in certain cases, therein 
ed,’’ passed the 3d day of ek isn 
and made perpetual by an act passed the 
11th day of February 1800. | 
Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, Thy: 
it shall be lawful for any part of the land 
or naval forces of the United States, ang 
for any part of the Militia of any state o; 
territory, in the actual service of the 
United States, to make seizure of any ves. 
sel or merchandize liable to seizure and 
forfeiture, by reason of any infraction of 
the provisions of this act, or of the act to 
which this act is a supplement. And ig 
case of any such seizure made within the 
waters of the United States, or within the 
boundaries of any district of the United 
States, that portion of the forfeitute arising 
from such seizure, which according to 
existing laws would have accrued to the 
United States, shall, after deducting the 
duties payable to the United States on the 
importation of the merchandize thus for. 
feited, be distributed among the persons 
making such seizure, in such proportion as 
may be directed by the President of the 
United States, and if such seizure should 
be made without the boundaries of any 
district of the United States, the whole of 
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said goods, wares, and merchandize, im- 
ported or consigned, as aforesaid, any 
goods, wares and merchandize, the impor- 


tation of which inte the United States or 


the forfeiture arising from such seizure erb. 
shall, after deducting the duties payable he w 
on the importation of the merchandize > wi 
thus forfeited, be distributed in the man ther j 
the territories thereof is prohibited by | ner aforesaid. cat 
law, and I do further swear or affirm, that Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That hip. 
if I shall hereafter discover or know of | the portion of all the penalties and forfel- with 
any such goods, wares, and merchandize, | tures which may be incurred by reason of e fa 
among the goods, wares, and merchandize | any infractions of the provisions of this Ne €1 
imported or consigned as aforesaid, I will | act, or of the act to which this acts4 ith 
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immediately, and without delay, report 
the same to the collector of this district.” 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That 
all penalties and forfeitures incurred under 
this act or the act to which this act is a 
supplement, may be sued for, prosecuted, 
and recovered, with cost of suit, by action 
of debt, in the name of the United States 
of America, or by indictment or informa- 
tion, in any court having competent juris- 
diction to try the same, and such penal- 
ties and forfeitures may be examined, mi- 
tigated, or remitted, in like manner and 
under the like conditions, regulations, and 
restrictions, as are prescribed, authorised, 
and directed by the act, entitled.“ An act 








supplement, and which portion according 
to existing laws accrued to the United 
States, in all cases other than those pr 
vided for by the last preceding section ° 
this act, after deducting the duties payable 
to the United States on the importation ¢ 
the merchandize thus forfeited, shall 
distributed in the following manner : thi! 
that is to say, one half of the peside 0 
the said portion, after deducting the 94 
ties aforesaid, shall be given to the ™ 
spector or inspectors, or to the captain P 
crew of the revenue cutter or vessel ™ 


ing the seizure: and the other half of the 


said residue shall in cases where there 
(To be continued.) 
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